
African American Male (Early to mid 20’s)
Freddy Leonard is African American, young, and passionate. He’s not quite sure about 

Non-violence as a movement, but is willing to go along with it in the moment of the 
Freedom Rides. He and Carmichael are cell mates and somewhat of a comedy duo at times. 

So they came in to take my mattress. They drug me out into the cell block, But I still had it, I 
wouldn't turn it loose-

S. CARMICHAEL
Freddy Leonard. Eighteen. Student.

F. LEONARD
And one of the inmates, I mean the inmates, you know? Peewee they called him; uh—they said, 
“Peewee, get him”. Peewee came down on my head man, wamp, wamp (beat) wamp, wamp. But 
he was crying. Peewee was crying. And I still had my mattress. That's when I— do you 
remember when your parents used to whup you and say, "It's going to hurt me more than it hurt 
you." It hurt Peewee more than it hurt me. I still wouldn't turn my mattress loose, so they had 
these things they put on our wrists, and they started tightening them, they were like handcuffs, 
and they started twisting and tightening them up— my bones started to crack, crack, cracking 
and my hands stood out. Turned my mattress loose. 

S. CARMICHAEL
It was humiliating. I knew Pee Wee didn’t have no choice, but did he have to appear so willing a 
tool? Afterward to my astonishment Freddy defended him-

F. LEONARD
It wont so bad.

S. CARMICHAEL
What you talking about? He like to take yo head off!

F. LEONARD
Yeah, he coulda’ hurt me real bad, man. But he was pulling up. No joke. I could feel it man.  
Every blow he came down me, Pee Wee was crying and pullin up. No doubt about it, this is 
Parchman Farm.
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